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for continued examination under §1.114; 
57 C.F.R. §1.97(c)(d) 

Before the mailing of any of a final action under §1.113; 

Before a notice of allowance under §1,311; 
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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants call the attention of the Examiner to the 


following documents: 


U.S. Patent No. 

4,570,437 
4,807,432 
5,157,913 
5,996,330 
6,176,072 
2002/005636 Al 


United States Patents 
Patentee 

Moritz 

Mauri 
Wehler et al. 
Ehmann et al. 

Weber 

Blase 


Issue/Publication Date 

02-18-1986 
02-28-1989 
10-27-1992 
12-07-1999 
01-23-2001 
05-16-2002 


Patent No. 

WO 98/34040 
WQ 98/34050 
WO 00/63586 
DE33 18 365 Al 
DE41 05 653 Al 
DE 82 13 664.5 
DE 196 47 080 Al 
DE 198 26 749 Al 
DE297 21 588 Ul 
EP 1 094 585 Al 


Foreign Patent Documents 
Patentee 

Fanning 

Weber 

Blase 

Mortiz 
Wehler et al. 
Springfix GmbH 
Ehmann et al. 
Ehmann et al. 
Flexatec GmbH 
Komiya et al. 


Issue/Publication Date 

08-06-1998 

08- 06-1998 

10- 26-2000 

11- 22-1984 

09- 03-1992 
08-194982 
05-28-1998 

12- 23-1999 
04-02-1998 
04-25-2001 


Other Documents 

English language Abstract, Translated Description and Claims of WO 00/63586, European 
Patent Office's esp@cenet.com database, 4pp. 

English language Translated Description and Claims of DE 82 13 664.5, European Patent 
Office's esp@cenet.com database, 3pp. 


English language Abstract, Translated Description and Claims of DE 198 26 749 Al, European 
Patent Office's esp@cenet.com database, 4pp. 
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Please note that the ^^Translated Description and Claims" referenced above are 

downloaded from the European Patent Office's esp@esp@cenet.com database, and are not 

translations obtained or certified by Applicants. The European Patent Office site indicates 

that the translations are made automatically by WorldLingo Translations. 

Copies of these documents are submitted herewith along with Form PTO/SB 08a and 
PTO/SB08b. 

Applicants respectfully request that these documents be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application and made of record herein and appear among the "documents 


cited" on any patent to issue herefrom. 
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